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1 DESCRIPTION ABOUT THE IDEA
The basic idea of the ABC Pictionary is to assist children in the process of learning to read and write, thus targeting the second UN Millennium Goal. The application displays a word beginning with the selected letter. It also displays a picture connected to the word and allows user to play a recorded sound of words pronunciations. The applications words and links to the pictures and sounds are stored in a database. So the user community may expand the database with own words, translations, sounds and pictures of their own. The contents are approved by administrator or a specific group of users.
2 TECHNIQUES

The application is build with Microsoft Visual Studio 2008 as an ASP.NET project. We used C# language for coding and MSSQL database as server side solution. The site also includes some AJAX and Silverlight 3. AJAX is used in updating the selected letters pictures in picturebox so the site doesn’t do a query to the database everytime the user clicks a word. Silverlight 3 is used in our intro page animation and in the header box which has all the alphabets.
3 FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
The system isn’t even nearly final yet. It should include many things which are described here. User sessions should exist for monitoring progress. Specific content to children of different ages or levels of knowledge would make the system more diverse. One problem is users without an internet connection or low performance machines, so an off-line “lo-fi” version, perhaps distributed via USB drives would solve the problem.
Also the independency of O/S and platform, at least support for different O/S:s, Pocket PC:s etc. is considered.
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